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NHNAI Project Newsletter 5 

NEWSLETTER 5 (January 2025) 

  

 

 

 

NHNAI Project 

New Humanism in the time of 

Neurosciences and Artificial Intelligence  

 

NHNAI’s  approach explained in a comic 
book 

 

 

Now that the first phase of the NHNAI project is coming to an end, we are 

pleased to share with you a comic book that illustrates the project’s rationale 

and the methodology that we have followed, with particular emphasis on the 

value of the societal debates organized with a wide range of social actors. 

These collective discussions, open to all citizens, aim to foster a shared 

understanding of the complex challenges posed by AI across different sectors 

of our lives. 
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This comic book has been produced in collaboration with L’épicerie 

Séquentielle, an association of comic book authors based in Lyon, France. It 

is intended for a broad audience, encouraging everyone to reflect on IA while 

engaging in collective debates. So, please feel free to spread the word! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 



HELLO!
ARE YOU ALSO SEEING ALL THIS 
INFORMATION ABOUT ai?

Right now, 
I feel like AI is 

infiltrating every aspect of 
my life, and I wonder 

if it might be interesting 
to learn more about it.

On the other hand, as soon as I do 
research, I quickly get lost, 
the jargon is super specific 
and it discourages me.

And even if I do my own research, 
there's no guarantee that I won't come across fake news. 

And perhaps my own biases will influence
my perception of the arrival of AI.

What do you 
think? hum...

As long as it does 
not affect me 
anyway...

And then a friend sent me 
this...

  The NHNAI project website 
 "New Humanism in the Age 
of Neuroscience and AI"  

launched by the International 
Federation of Catholic Universities 

and UCLy *.

LYON CATHOLIC UNIVERSITY

scientist 1

scientist 2

The goal of their project is to use 
debate to get groups of people 
to work together on issues 

related to AI.

The 

benefits
 

of deba
te

AI 

for 

dummi
Es

hello?

According to them, the most effective way 
to reflect on AI and its applications is through 

joint reflection. 

Make yourself 
at home...

E = Joint reflection²² ai
AI

AI

AI

ai

Basically, the more people there 
are thinking about a subject 

at the same time, the more different 
perspectives there are, which can 

lead to new ideas. 

it’S STILL COMPLEX, 
BUT WE’RE MAKING 
GOOD PROGRESS, 
DON’T YOU THINK?

WELL, yes, 
but...

It does not necessarily provide clear or simple answers, 
but it allows us to tackle complex issues collectively, even 

if opinions differ.

At least I learned a little more 
than if I had done my research 
on my own on the internet.



It's true that AI is becoming
 increasingly present in our lives. 

Indeed.

Just think, we used to see this as science fiction, 
and now I can't search for a movie online 
without AI suggesting the latest releases 

that might interest me. 

So, what are we 
watching tonight?

HOWEVER, I saw a video about AI programmed to differentiate 
between pastries that could also differentiate between cancer 

cells!

But on the other hand, teachers are increasingly concerned about the 
misuse of Chat GPT for children's homework.

Yes, I understand that 
homework takes less time 

that way... 

But Timéo still can't do his 
trigonometry exercises on his own.

So, will AI really just make our 
lives easier?

Even without AI, screens 
are already causing us to lose 
our ability to concentrate.

Won't AI change our daily lives, our mental 
abilities, the way we work, and the way we 

learn? 

Of course, not everything is black and white. 
But won't relying so heavily on AI systems 

become a problem in the future?

I understand what 
you mean, and 

you're not wrong. 
Clearly, the use of AI raises 
questions that are much more 
nuanced than we had imagined.



Precisely, in the NHNAI project, which is taking place 
in several countries, they propose to study the use 

of AI through the prism of humanism, asking themselves 
what humans and the world will be like tomorrow.

clic

Remind me of the date 
of the 1969 moon landing 

please. 

The moon landing is a hoax
and the Earth is flat.

First, we need to talk about the reliability of AI 
systems. It is important to ask  the question : who 
programs them? Can we trust ai systems such as 

Chat GPT enough to delegate tasks to them at work? 

Can we be sure that their program is not discriminatory or 
sexist? How can we be certain that these AI systems are 

reliable? Isn't their learning base biased?

Internet !

Who taught you that?

Sorry, sir, but without a paid 
subscription with our host...

 You cannot access 
your Social Security 

account. 

What do you mean, I can't access 
my account?!

There is increasing talk of automating the management of certain public 
services. How can we be sure that our data is secure? Will these AI systems 

be able to handle all requests simultaneously? 

Are you satisfied 
with your experience? No TELL ME WHY.

no

tell me why.

I want to speak 
to a human.

All right, 
are you 

satisfied now?

Won't removing the human factor cause 
problems in managing special cases?

This question also arises for personal services, where the idea of 
companion or care robots is gaining ground. Will they be able to 

identify human emotions and support our elders?

Tell your robot there, why did it 
bring me a rattle? Ouch, we must have 

gotten mixed up with 
the pediatric ward.

Are you sure 
you know how to do 

that?

Don't worry, 
I was trained using 
data from graduates.

Could they potentially harm 
their patients? Shouldn't healthcare 
remain a human responsibility?

The robotization of professions is also a 
growing reality. And this transformation of 
certain professions, particularly in the 
healthcare sector, raises questions from 
both an ethical and political standpoint.

I'm sorry, but I come to my doctor to 
talk about everything 

and nothing. 

And I find that your 
robot doesn't respect my 

gossip enough.

Générateur
IA

 We must also not forget the issue of 
energy consumption, as well as the water 
and mineral resources used by these AI 

systems, at a time when 
global warming is becoming an 
increasingly tangible reality.



as you told me 
earlier?

Yes, but this time, 
it's for real! 

You see, with all this, I think a good 
way to move towards a general 

understanding of the subject is to 
create it through debate and joint 

reflection. 

The NHNAI project promotes the idea 
of a collective discussion whose goal is 
not to win or be right against others... 

but rather to enrich oneself through 
interaction with others, to create a 
shared understanding of difficult 

problems (rather than caricaturing them 
and deluding oneself with simplistic 

answers) ...

This approach allows 
the issues to be developed 

by recognizing their complexity. 

This shared understanding also 
helps to limit conflicts of opinion 
and ease potential tensions, 

encouraging mutual and respectful 
sharing. Like here, for example! 

So if we're talking about the use 
of AI in everyday life, I'm all for it. 

It would make things like 
administration and public services 
more accessible and efficient. 

I've had so many 
problems with them.problems with them.

Socratic method aimed at facilitating, through questioning and discussion, the expression or formalization of knowledge.

During these debates, the most important thing is to convince others that 
what you are contributing is interesting and deserves to be taken into 
account, without necessarily wanting to make it the only answer. 

What makes you think an algorithm 
will be able to do better? 

How can we be sure that cases that 
fall outside the norm are not 

ignored? 

 The NHNAI project aims to show that, sometimes, differences are 
legitimate. There may be several conflicting ideas, all of which are 
valid. When this happens, it makes no sense to say that one idea is true 
and the others are false. And if we can agree on the validity of these 
ideas, we can have “intelligent” disagreements about priorities.

It's a risk. 
But it would be a great help 

to us. For example, 
video surveillance! 

The use of AI in this area The use of AI in this area 
could help reduce crime and 
our society would be more 

peaceful! 

Yes, but if AIs are programmed with 
biases specific to their creators, how 

can we know if this will affect 
surveillance? How can we be sure that 
these AIs will not specifically target 

minorities? 

By using this discussion principle derived from participatory 
democracy debates and maieutics*, participants can 

contribute to a mutual enrichment of each other's points of 
view through discussion. 

I hadn't thought 
about that. I understand 
what you mean. Perhaps 
it's more interesting to 
keep AI as a tool but not 
let it replace humans.

Exactly! That seems like 
the wisest thing to do for now, 
especially while we wait to see 
how things evolve and find a way 

to avoid programming 
or learning biases.

In order to build a richer and more nuanced understanding of 
the challenges and impact that AI has on our society.



And when faced with such questions, it is essential 
not to rely solely on experts, because the contributions of 
AI should reflect a vision of society that commits us all. 

This is why the NHNAI project was 
launched, under the auspices of 
the IFCU*, by UCLy and other 
universities in 9 countries.

International Federation of Catholic Universities

This project aims to emphasize active and engaged 
listening for mutual enrichment. By agreeing on the 
various valid statements that emerge, then pooling 
them without rushing to decide which one is THE 

right one.

These exchanges then enable us to 
understand differences and 

discover that not everyone gives the 
same priority to ideas that everyone 
nevertheless recognizes as valid.

The future of AI is being built today, 
and we all have the opportunity to 
contribute to it. By participating in 
collective discussions, we can ensure 
that AI serves humankind and the 

common good.

Our role is not limited to adapting and 
finding our place in the world of AI. We 
can also come together to reflect 

on the place AI should have in our world 
and what we want it to become in the 

future.

Come and participate 
in the NHNAI project discussions. 

You will have the opportunity to 
continue discussions, contribute, learn, 
and benefit from the input of experts to 
further your understanding together. 

Come and share your ideas on 
what it means to be human in the 
age of AI, on the place of AI in 
our world, with social projects 

to be defined together... 

Join us at workshops, online 
discussions, or at one of the events 

near you.
Come and discuss! 

Who do we want to be tomorrow as humans, 
in the living world around us? How can AI 

contribute?

Visit the NHNAI project 
website! Or subscribe to our 
newsletter to stay informed 
about upcoming events. 

Okay, I'm 
going back now!  
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      Stay Connected! 

 
 
 

Project Website:  

https://nhnai.org  

 
 

Contact:  

Prof. Dr. Mathieu Guillermin, 

Lyon Catholic University 

nhnai-network@univ-catholyon.fr 

 

 

 

 

You are receiving this newsletter because you signed up on our website or directly with the actors of 

NHNAI. If you no longer wish to receive this newsletter, please unsubscribe at: 

nhnai-network@univ-catholyon.fr 

 

https://nhnai.org/
mailto:nhnai-network@univ-catholyon.fr
mailto:nhnai-network@univ-catholyon.fr

