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Local synthesis of 15tand 2" waves of
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US - Democracy

In 2023, discussions on what it means to be human in the time of neuroscience (NS) and Al
have been facilitated by NHNAI partners in 9 different countries. In each country, 3 lines of
discussions have been opened to explore this question in the 3 thematic fields of education,
health, and democracy. Each partner then produced 3 local syntheses reporting on the
content of discussions in these 3 fields in the corresponding countries.’

This document presents ideas of the local synthesis in US, about discussions on democracy,
organized by Santa Clara University.

Santa Clara
University

1 For an exact total of 8*3 + 2 local syntheses. In Canada (Québec), Cégep Sainte-Foy organized discussions
focused on Democracy and Education, but not on Health.

1



confluence

SCIENCES JET HUMANITES

" IFCU AN\A e
International Federation of
Catholic Universities

Table of content

Part 1: Salient ideas of 2023 3
Al, the information environment, and democracy (6 eXtracts) ........cccoevorererenerenerenseesseiesssisesienes 3
Al will require governance by those in pOWer (5 @Xtracts) .......coveereerreneeneeeeeneeeneiseiesieeeseseseenne 4
Al puts at risk trust in governmMeNnt (5 EXtracts) ... sesssssssssssssssssssssssssens 4

Al, particularly generative Al, will influence democracy and democratic debate (5 extracts). 5

Al may be able to assist democracy and human agency by improving human capacities (4
L =T =) 6

The economic conditions created by Al with respect to work and human purpose will
iNfluence deMOCTACY (2 EXTIACES) ..ottt ss s nnes 7

Machines are to serve humanity, therefore humanity must maintain appropriate control of

AL (2 EXELACES) ottt ettt sttt bbbttt bbbttt bbb bt rane 8
Al regulation is difficult due to values diversity and conflicts of interest (1 extracts) ............... 8
Undesirable: Al damaging democracy (4 @Xtracts)......ccoeeereeeeuneeineeineeseieeisesisesssesssesesssesssesssesnes 9
Undesirable: Media sensationalism and extremes regarding Al. (1 eXtracts) .......cccoeeveverernrennee 9
Part 2: Salient ideas of 2024 11
Work, employment, jobs, €cOnomMy (33 EXCEIPLS) ...uvurureeeeeireieeieiireesseieeiseeisesesessseieessesssesssessesssenes 11

Risks, Harms, Fears, esp. privacy, data (not jobs, not medical, not education) (19 Excerpts) 14

Universal or Local, Al as Liberator or Oppressor (18 EXCErpts).....orionrnensineeseneissieseeenens 16
Diversity, INCluSion, Bias (16 EXCEIPLS).....covreeriireierireiiseiseieeie e s ssse s sssesans 18
Agency, Choice, and Responsibility (15 EXCEIPLS) ....vvurrerreerreenreeeieiereeineieeisssssssessssssssssssssssssssssssseses 20
Skills, Deskilling, ResKilling (13 EXCEIPLS) ..cuvuueuuieeiireiireiseieeiecisesiseieiesssesssesssesssesse s s sssssesssesens 21
Usefulness efficiency Speed (12 EXCEIPLS) .. ssseissssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssens 23
Definition and Linguistic Problems (9 EXCEIPLS)......coommirrierrinrireiseisesessessssssisssssssssssssssssssssssssens 24
BENETILS (9 EXCEIPLS) ouuierierieiieiieieets sttt st bbbttt ensens 25
Meaning and PUrPOSE (8 EXCEIPLS).....oiurierreinrieeiesireiise s ssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssens 26
Transparency and Explainability (6 EXCEIPLS) ...t esse s sssesssesenes 27
DEMOCTACY (6 EXCEIPLS) w.cuueeieriicieeireireieieisetreiee ittt 28
HUMaN UNIQUENESS (4 EXCEIPLS)....vuiurirririireieieeieetseise e sssss s ssssssessssssssssssessssssssssssssssssssssssees 29
REGUIGTION (3 EXCEIPLS) c.ucvurrerreunciirciierieeisceieciseeiesssesesessssesesessse e ssss e ssss s ssssssssessssssssesssssssnessaessnens 30
Environment and Sustainability (3 EXCEIPLS).....virinrinrieeiseissssiessssesssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssens 30



confluence

SCIENCES # ET HUMANITES

" IFCU AN\A e
International Federation of
Catholic Universities

Part 1: Salient ideas of 2023

Al, the information environment, and democracy (6 extracts)

Description of the idea: There is significant concern that Al will damage our ability to find
accurate information, which will by extension impede our ability to make good democratic
choices. This is not only due to misinformation and disinformation (propaganda), but also
due to the media’s hype around Al, media bias, and the general fracturing and Balkanization
of the information environment, and associated distrust.

In tension with:

o Salient idea: Al may be able to assist democracy and human agency by improving
human capacities

Corresponding extracts (click on the arrow on the left to unfold/fold)

1. The journalistic media can help clarify discourse by not continuously conflating all Al stories are either
"taking over all our lives" or "doomsday".

2. One real challenge is here is the discourse about Al itself. The discourse, as it currently runs on the
media, overplays the capacities of Al as a substitute for human capacity and judgment. It assumes that
generative Al "work" is better that "human sweat, toil, and creativity" simply because it is more efficient
and looks like human-produced work.

3. If Al and Chat GPT become the tools of democratic discourse, then we are going to witness the
narrowing of democratic processes and debates to that information that is "out there" on the Internet.
It may mask the true issues that should be informing public debate in a system of governments--federal,
state, and local. Public officials need to be thinking about how to address Al within their system of
governance.

4, | predict that a world with full-blown generative Als like ChatGPT, Bard or Midjourney will be void of
true democracy. Only a few tech companies have the infrastructure to develop these technologies. |
imagine a world where these companies will federate their tech solutions like OpenAl is doing now and
that practice will drastically limit the type of debate citizens can have because everyone will be fed with
similar, if not identical information, from the tech systems.

5. my concern with generative Al, particularly LLMs like ChatGPT and Bard, is about how they can be used
to easily generate propaganda and misinformation. Right now, only a few companies have the resources
to deploy LLMs, which means that we can enforce constraints on them via policy, imperfect as that may
be. But it will not stay that way - Stanford researchers have already shown how to run a stripped down
version of GPT-3 on a phone. What happens when this technology is available to any political group,
government intelligence agency, or other saboteur who wants to spread propaganda?

6. Al can make some of the work of democratic institutions easier to execute and convenient for citizens
to access services, benefits, and political processes. The challenge for democratic governments is and
will be how to ensure that it is responsive and responsible to the citizens they serve. Governments often
are characterized as overly bureaucratic, unresponsive, and untrustworthy. Al can make these same
governments more remote to the citizenry if they over-rely upon Al to simplify and depersonalize the
allocation of benefits and services to citizens. Trust in government and democratic institutions and
processes may decline with rise of Al in democracies. )
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Al will require governance by those in power (5 extracts)

Description of the idea: Because Al is such a powerful technology with the ability to influence
elections, government, society, and culture, the technology needs to be governed somehow,
whether by democratic governments, tech companies, international bodies, individual users,
etc., or some combination of those.

In tension with:

e Salient idea: Al may be able to assist democracy and human agency by improving
human capacities

Corresponding extracts (click on the arrow on the left to unfold/fold)

1. If Al and Chat GPT become the tools of democratic discourse, then we are going to witness the
narrowing of democratic processes and debates to that information that is "out there" on the Internet.
It may mask the true issues that should be informing public debate in a system of governments--federal,
state, and local. Public officials need to be thinking about how to address Al within their system of
governance.

2. my concern with generative Al, particularly LLMs like ChatGPT and Bard, is about how they can be used
to easily generate propaganda and misinformation. Right now, only a few companies have the resources
to deploy LLMs, which means that we can enforce constraints on them via policy, imperfect as that may
be. But it will not stay that way - Stanford researchers have already shown how to run a stripped down
version of GPT-3 on a phone. What happens when this technology is available to any political group,
government intelligence agency, or other saboteur who wants to spread propaganda?

3. Itis not an easy task given that different countries have different value systems. Even when we consider
an industry within an economic sector it will be a challenging task to globally set guardrails for that
industry given that different players may have different vested interests.

4. My approach to this question is going to be grounded in democratic government or governance in which
Al _may be shaping/influencing/changing how government processes work (e.g. fair or just), how
government institutions and actors act and behave (e.g. better or worse with Al tools), and how
outcomes of government processes and actions perform with the use of Al (e.g. to advance a utilitarian
outcome or to attend to the common good).

5. The term democracy is broad and has both philosophical and applied meanings. As a philosophical
concept for how to organize a society under democratic principles, we have one potential area for Al
influence to debate. As an applied form of government, a democracy has processes, institutions, and
outcomes that may be impacted by Al. This might be thought of as a "way of living" or a way of
governance by and for the people. Here would be a second potential area for Al to have an impact. )

Al puts at risk trust in government (5 extracts)

Description of the idea: Al is a powerful technology that could aid democratic governments or
harm them. Due to this volatility possibility of good and bad results, uncertainty is created,
which harms trust. Al can also raise expectations of government as Al promotes efficiency
in other human endeavors and yet government remains static and inefficient, which also
harms trust.

In tension with:
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o Salient idea: Al may be able to assist democracy and human agency by improving
human capacities

Corresponding extracts (click on the arrow on the left to unfold/fold)

1. Democratic governments have to actualize the belief that humanness comes from people and not from
machines, be that as it may that machine intelligence appears human by copying human behavior and
expression. Human beings have rights and dignity. And democratic governments would do well to
demarcate clear areas for the use of Al as a means to and end that do not infringe upon human rights
and dignity. The first step towards demarcation is to call out and back away from comparisons between
human facets (intelligence for e.g.) and machines.

2. Al can make some of the work of democratic institutions easier to execute and convenient for citizens
to access services, benefits, and political processes. The challenge for democratic governments is and
will be how to ensure that it is responsive and responsible to the citizens they serve. Governments often
are characterized as overly bureaucratic, unresponsive, and untrustworthy. Al can make these same
governments more remote to the citizenry if they over-rely upon Al to simplify and depersonalize the
allocation of benefits and services to citizens. Trust in government and democratic institutions and
processes may decline with rise of Al in democracies.

3. If Al and Chat GPT become the tools of democratic discourse, then we are going to witness the
narrowing of democratic processes and debates to that information that is "out there" on the Internet.
It may mask the true issues that should be informing public debate in a system of governments--federal,
state, and local. Public officials need to be thinking about how to address Al within their system of
governance.

4. My approach to this question is going to be grounded in democratic government or governance in which
Al _may be shaping/influencing/changing how government processes work (e.g. fair or just), how
government institutions and actors act and behave (e.g. better or worse with Al tools), and how
outcomes of government processes and actions perform with the use of Al (e.g. to advance a utilitarian
outcome or to attend to the common good).

5. The term democracy is broad and has both philosophical and applied meanings. As a philosophical
concept for how to organize a society under democratic principles, we have one potential area for Al
influence to debate. As an applied form of government, a democracy has processes, institutions, and
outcomes that may be impacted by Al. This might be thought of as a "way of living" or a way of
governance by and for the people. Here would be a second potential area for Al to have an impact.

Al, particularly generative Al, will influence democracy and democratic debate
(5 extracts)

Description of the idea: Democracy, and democratic deliberation & debate, rely upon accurate
information. Generative Al in particular can creative massive amounts of inaccurate
information, thus polluting the information environment and making democratic
deliberation exceedingly difficult.

In tension with:

e Salient idea: Al may be able to assist democracy and human agency by improving
human capacities
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Corresponding extracts (click on the arrow on the left to unfold/fold)

1. If Al and Chat GPT become the tools of democratic discourse, then we are going to witness the
narrowing of democratic processes and debates to that information that is "out there" on the Internet.
It may mask the true issues that should be informing public debate in a system of governments--federal,
state, and local. Public officials need to be thinking about how to address Al within their system of
governance.

2. | predict that a world with full-blown generative Als like ChatGPT, Bard or Midjourney will be void of
true democracy. Only a few tech companies have the infrastructure to develop these technologies. |
imagine a world where these companies will federate their tech solutions like OpenAl is doing now and
that practice will drastically limit the type of debate citizens can have because everyone will be fed with
similar, if not identical information, from the tech systems.

3. My approach to this question is going to be grounded in democratic government or governance in which
Al _may be shaping/influencing/changing how government processes work (e.g. fair or just), how
government institutions and actors act and behave (e.g. better or worse with Al tools), and how
outcomes of government processes and actions perform with the use of Al (e.g. to advance a utilitarian
outcome or to attend to the common good).

4. The term democracy is broad and has both philosophical and applied meanings. As a philosophical
concept for how to organize a society under democratic principles, we have one potential area for Al
influence to debate. As an applied form of government, a democracy has processes, institutions, and
outcomes that may be impacted by Al. This might be thought of as a "way of living" or a way of
governance by and for the people. Here would be a second potential area for Al to have an impact.

5. Opening this thread to capture the different meanings of the words "democracy", "liberal democracy"
,and "discourse" itself. I'll post a few myself soon, and | encourage others to post too. E.g.1 The Original
Meaning of 'Democracy': Capacity to Do Things, Not Majority Rule. Josiah Ober:
https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract id=1024775 (As we have other conversations on
this topic about how progress in Al is going to advance different aspects of democracy or cripple it, etc,
we can use these definitions to clarify what mean is a threat or not a threat to democratic aspirations
or democratic way of life.)

Al may be able to assist democracy and human agency by improving human
capacities (4 extracts)

Description of the idea: Al is fundamentally being developed in the hope that it will assist
individuals and society. Democracy is one aspect of society that could be assisted by Al, by
providing more accurate information to voters, tallying public opinion in more detail,
improving human cognitive capacities and reducing human cognitive limits thus helping
human agency and choice, etc. If this works, it may improve trust in government and society.

In tension with:

e Salient idea: Al will require governance by those in power

o Salient idea: Al puts at risk trust in government

e Salient idea: Al, particularly generative Al, will influence democracy and democratic
debate

e Salient idea: The economic conditions created by Al with respect to work and human
purpose will influence democracy

e Machines are to serve humanity, therefore humanity must maintain appropriate
control of Al
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e Al regulation is difficult due to values diversity and conflicts of interest
e Undesirable: Al damaging democracy
e Undesirable: Media sensationalism and extremes regarding Al.

Corresponding extracts (click on the arrow on the left to unfold/fold)

1. We can look at how Al may increase or reduce human "capacity." In addition, we can consider how Al
may impact "things" that align with human "capacity."

2. My approach to this question is going to be grounded in democratic government or governance in which
Al _may be shaping/influencing/changing how government processes work (e.g. fair or just), how
government institutions and actors act and behave (e.g. better or worse with Al tools), and how
outcomes of government processes and actions perform with the use of Al (e.g. to advance a utilitarian
outcome or to attend to the common good).

3. Al can make some of the work of democratic institutions easier to execute and convenient for citizens
to access services, benefits, and political processes. The challenge for democratic governments is and
will be how to ensure that it is responsive and responsible to the citizens they serve. Governments often
are characterized as overly bureaucratic, unresponsive, and untrustworthy. Al can make these same
governments more remote to the citizenry if they over-rely upon Al to simplify and depersonalize the
allocation of benefits and services to citizens. Trust in government and democratic institutions and
processes may decline with rise of Al in democracies.

4. |tis not an easy task given that different countries have different value systems. Even when we consider
an industry within an economic sector it will be a challenging task to globally set guardrails for that
industry given that different players may have different vested interests. )

The economic conditions created by Al with respect to work and human
purpose will influence democracy (2 extracts)

Description of the idea: Al will have significant impacts on labor and the economy, changing
many jobs and perhaps reducing the overall amount of work in society. As individuals and
society are affected by this economic shift, democracy will also be affected.

In tension with:

e Salient idea: Al may be able to assist democracy and human agency by improving
human capacities

Corresponding extracts (click on the arrow on the left to unfold/fold)

1. The idea of work as satisfying, remunerating, exercising, personal-growth-generating, human-
flourishing and social activity for humans is completely lost, if the only way to look at human capacity is
economically and then argue for its substitution wherever possible.

2. We can look at how Al may increase or reduce human "capacity." In addition, we can consider how Al
may impact "things" that align with human "capacity."
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Machines are to serve humanity, therefore humanity must maintain appropriate
control of Al (2 extracts)

Description of the idea: Democratic governments should recognize that humanity lies in
people, not in machines, and establish clear boundaries for the use of Al while ensuring
human control when evaluating Al.

In tension with:

e Salient idea: Al may be able to assist democracy and human agency by improving
human capacities

Corresponding extracts (click on the arrow on the left to unfold/fold)

1. Democratic governments have to actualize the belief that humanness comes from people and not
from machines, be that as it may that machine intelligence appears human by copying human
behavior and expression. Human beings have rights and dignity. And democratic governments would
do well to demarcate clear areas for the use of Al as a means to and end that do not infringe upon
human rights and dignity. The first step towards demarcation is to call out and back away from
comparisons between human facets (intelligence for e.g.) and machines.

2. Machine intelligences must be compared within themselves, under performance vocabulary and
parameters set by humans to serve democratic human ends.

Al regulation is difficult due to values diversity and conflicts of interest (1
extracts)

Description of the idea: Setting international regulations for Al is challenging due to the
diversity of value systems around the world as well as conflicts of interest which interfere
with good reasoning.

Corresponding extracts (click on the arrow on the left to unfold/fold)

1. ltis notan easy task given that different countries have different value systems. Even when we consider
an industry within an economic sector it will be a challenging task to globally set guardrails for that
industry given that different players may have different vested interests.
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Desirable / Undesirable

Undesirable: Al damaging democracy (4 extracts)

Description of the idea: Democratic governance must prioritize human rights in Al use, urging
clear demarcation to prevent infringement. Generative Al risks creating propaganda and
misinformation, and its impact on democratic processes.

In tension with:

e Salient idea: Al may be able to assist democracy and human agency by improving
human capacities

Corresponding extracts (click on the arrow on the left to unfold/fold)

1. Democratic governments have to actualize the belief that humanness comes from people and not from
machines, be that as it may that machine intelligence appears human by copying human behavior and
expression. Human beings have rights and dignity. And democratic governments would do well to
demarcate clear areas for the use of Al as a means to and end that do not infringe upon human rights
and dignity. The first step towards demarcation is to call out and back away from comparisons between
human facets (intelligence for e.g.) and machines.

2. If Al and Chat GPT become the tools of democratic discourse, then we are going to witness the
narrowing of democratic processes and debates to that information that is "out there" on the Internet.
It may mask the true issues that should be informing public debate in a system of governments--federal,
state, and local. Public officials need to be thinking about how to address Al within their system of
governance.

3. my concern with generative Al, particularly LLMs like ChatGPT and Bard, is about how they can be used
to easily generate propaganda and misinformation. Right now, only a few companies have the resources
to deploy LLMs, which means that we can enforce constraints on them via policy, imperfect as that may
be. But it will not stay that way - Stanford researchers have already shown how to run a stripped down
version of GPT-3 on a phone. What happens when this technology is available to any political group,
government intelligence agency, or other saboteur who wants to spread propaganda?

4. | predict that a world with full-blown generative Als like ChatGPT, Bard or Midjourney will be void of
true democracy. Only a few tech companies have the infrastructure to develop these technologies. |
imagine a world where these companies will federate their tech solutions like OpenAl is doing now and
that practice will drastically limit the type of debate citizens can have because everyone will be fed with
similar, if not identical information, from the tech systems. )

Undesirable: Media sensationalism and extremes regarding Al. (1 extracts)

Description of the idea: The media should avoid sensationalism and extremes when talking
about Al.

In tension with:
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o Salient idea: Al may be able to assist democracy and human agency by improving
human capacities

Corresponding extracts (click on the arrow on the left to unfold/fold)

1. The journalistic media can help clarify discourse by not continuously conflating all Al stories are either
"taking over all our lives" or "doomsday". )
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Part 2: Salient ideas of 2024

Work, employment, jobs, economy (33 Excerpts)

Description of the idea: The economy, work, and employment were major concerns throughout
the comments collected. People mentioned that it might be fine to replace people at jobs
that nobody likes doing, but it is in some ways harmful to replace people at work that they
actually like. This fear of Al replacing meaningful work pervades not only this category, but
several others. Despite this fear, many commenters acknowledge that Al will provide many
benefits, but the social disruption associated with shifting labor economies presents great
uncertainty and therefore fear.

Corresponding extracts

e |t might be alright for us to become deskilled at some jobs, but not if it means we ease down a slippery
slope to allowing more harmful activities, like generating unnecessary levels of radioactive waste
because we no longer need to consider the impact on humans in cleaning it up.

e what if the Al is replacing jobs that people hate doing, such as dirty or dangerous work? Working in
radioactive waste would be a horrible job for a person but fine for an automated robot, perhaps using
Al in some way. That seems like a job it woudl be okay for humans to not do, even if we risk becoming
deskilled at it.

e the line seems to be whoever has the ability to bargin for Al to not be used, such as the latest writers
and actors strikes. It really puts into perspective that creative people felt threatened by Al more than
others, and moved quickly to make sure they had job security. That then asks the question is what roles
can be replaced by Al and what is lost if they're Al. There is really a lot of possible quality loss if the Al
has more control, but in terms of Hollywood, theres a good chance that there will still be people with
an eye for what they're making. Trying to set up the restrictions on how much workforce cut down Al
can do could be a start, such as a 50% cut of people to cut costs and replace that work force with Al is
the acceptable line. In the end, the people who use the tool the best will be the most successful with it,
its just if the workforce can make the employeers set a line of how much of the work is done by Al.

e This is an important area to consider--I'll focus on music and the process of human impact on the
creation and performance of music. As the father of a professional musician, and one who has other
family members who make their living based on the creation of music, both the creative skills they have
and their livelihoods that are at stake are at risk because of Al. Still, when | listen to music, | often wonder
now what was produced by a human and what wasn't--as long as | am entertained, should | care?

e Al is itself a neutral tool in our toolkit. The tricky thing is because Al (like everything else) is being
developed under capitalism, it's very difficult to tease apart Al in and of itself versus the context in which
Al exists. Al includes everything from facial recognition software to log into one's phone, to robot
vacuums, to models on social media. | am not inherently opposed to Al, however when it's being
developed and used for capitalistic instead of humanistic purposes, it can really be used more for harm
(e.g., replacing workers without offering viable alternatives for income and stability) than for common
good (e.g., replacing workers but providing universal basic income and other sources of stability so
people are not dependent on work to have their needs met). | am a luddite through and through.

e Al (and other technological advances we're not discussing here) will be causing a large scale loss of jobs.
In an ideal world, everyone would be guaranteed the basics of living (shelter, food, medical coverage,
education) and then Al could have all those jobs without causing tremendous pain and suffering

e | feel this is THE central concern. Al is both born from and a mechanism for creativity and innovation,
two of my passions. But the context and moment in time in which Al is being developed, namely
capitalism, white supremacy culture and extractive economies, means Al will likely enrich and empower
the few at the expense of the majority. | wanted to participate in this initiative because I'm hoping there
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Q. Ahne confluence

are people smarter than me, who care about compassion and using innovation for the greatest good
and will be able to influence the trajectory of Al to help humanity help ourselves and our planet.

in terms of creativity, it really depends on what you define to be 'art'. If you were to define it as
something that provokes emotion, then yes something created with Al in this space could be art. But, if
we just talk about creativity, so much of what humans value as creativity comes from their lived
experiences and person thoughts, those of which Al does not have in the same capacity. If someone
would want to make art or be creative with Al, | think they would need to acknowledge or have it known
that this was created with the work of Al and not solely on their own merit, as sure they maybe put the
prompt in Al and tweaked it that way, but the basis of it comes from Al.

This is an excellent point, a good example is Al and job applications. If a person/business is already
biased against people with felonies, then they will code an Al program that will automatically reject job
applications in which the candidate has marked that they have a felony (unless they employ the "ban
the box" policy in the hiring process). If a property management company is biased against people with
Housing Choice Vouchers (section 8), then they will code an Al program to filter out applicants who are
low-income. It's just an exacerbated version of what already is systemic, interpersonal, and cultural.

Al gives people the opportunity to do more with their time, now it is up to the humans what they do
with their time in order to make their life potentially more meaningful. However, there is something to
be said about the meaning that people get from accomplishing a task on their own. | think if you do
something meaningful with the time that Al gives back to you, it has the ability to make life more
meaningful, but if you choose to use that time to consistently do something unproductive, | am not sure
how much meaning that would truly bring to someone's life.

| my dream world, Al would be used to help humanity figure out a way to support human thriving. We
would let Al do the boring laborious work, and humans the work of connecting, community building,
healing the planet and being creative in our own unigue ways

Al will immediately increase the resources, or at least reduce the costs of accomplishing certain tasks.
This will benefit any organization, including nonprofits like those working in education, agriculture, etc.
in Africa.

The use of Al will both empower and detract from human agency. It may release humans from
monotonous tasks, but the first experience will be the loss of agency because things | have been good
at will now be done more competently done by Al

we need to be thinking clearly and taking steps towards solutions for how we take care of the
people/each other, as jobs and incomes disappear do to Al and technological advances

work that is repetitive and requires little creativity and work that can be potentially risky for human
beings

if Al did take over a huge amount of work AND everyone did have their basic needs for income and
stability met, | think there would be a magnificent blooming of creativity and possibility. There are so
many people who are bogged down with surviving right now, those who do not have the time or energy
to be creative or to think about how they might like to contribute to society. If their creativity and
capacities were not consumed by the requirements of survival and supporting their families, | believe
we would have a renaissance

Al has the potential to dramatically increase the access to mental health care and provide a more
humane, immediate and personalized approach for therapeutic purposes

| see Al's place in humanity, for better or for worse, as an extension of our capabilities. The same way
that sticks and rocks were a tools that allowed humans to hunt animals that were physically stronger
than themselves. Or, a more similar comparison, the way that computers allowed us to calculate
incredibly complex things very quickly and efficiently. Humans can use Al to create and develop in ways
that are only possible with such a medium. The same way that some math problems are only feasibly
computable using a computer and that some animals from hundreds of thousands of years ago could
only be conquered using sticks and rocks. Whether these developments will be ultimately beneficial to
society is still up for debate, but Al is here and I'm very intrigued to see what kind of things we can do
with it (and what kind of things we can *only* do with it).

| think human beings are already using their agency to seek out the help of Al when it can reduce a lot
of workload and bring help to life. Similar as the way they exercise agency to do a lot of things that may
be helpful or harmful, the question is whether they are aware of the consequences (e.g., potentially
descaling their skills to critically think or connect) when they exercise their agency to use Al
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Qv Ahnei confluence

Citizens in a democracy elect representatives to act on their behalf in government. When voters choose
their representatives--their delegates to government--they expect these individuals to serve with critical
thinking and creativity skills. If such representatives turn to Al tools as a substitute for their own duty to
be creative and to apply critical thinking to the policy and political issues of the day, they have potentially
undermined representative democracy. If elected representatives of the people use Al to direct them
to what they should be doing as representatives and further use Al to generate legislation or policy
proposals, then democracy becomes representation by BOTs, not representation by and for the people
| am concerned about Al fully replacing humans in almost any capacity because that may lead to
deskilling that may be detrimental to growth and opportunity. Of course, tools and technology have
replaced functions that humans had previously completed themselves, but Al--to me--seems to have
the ability to replace far more tasks at a far more rapid pace.

Meaning has a very individual quality to it and *if* Al gave us more time (and I'm not sure it actually
will), then we could put that time towards meaningful things... or unmeaningful things as well. This is a
human response to Al giving us more time (kind of filling in a new negative space). What about the
"positive space" side of it? What might Al do there in terms of meaning? Can using the Al itself bring or
remove meaning? | will just say, from my perspective, | think using Al to write for me would remove
meaning from my work, and substitute a rough approximation of what the internet thinks is meaningful
= the Al dataset. Likewise, if | knew | were reading something generated by Al, it would make me
skeptical of the meaning to be found in that text - meaning, once again, that is a distillation of the
internet. Not a bad thing, but not the same as an individual creative human author.

Al can definitely offer us a lot through its ability to speed up monotonous tasks. At an accounting
internship this summer there were some tasks | was given that would have taken a few seconds with Al,
but it often took me hours. | was often tempted to ask ChatGPT to do my work for me as | would be
saving quite a lot of time.

When digital art technology came out there was an editing ability that takes much less time than what
people would do in dark rooms. It allows people with less camera skill and better computer skill to do
similar or better work. That being said, it's easy to trained eyes to see the difference. It would work
similarly that if someone creates art with Al it will take less time but still the Al research skill to get a
good enough output they think is worth their signature. On the other hand, it's very common practice
for artisits to acknowledge the medium they use with the titiling and the art community could enforce
this standard. If they were to do it that way, it would only raise the bar for what is considered 'good' in
terms of Al art. This is just a new form of art, and while it takes less time to make the art, the fine tuning
of it will be the effect that seperates the good from the bad.

Speaking with a mentor of mine who has severe dyslexia, he noted that large-language models like
ChatGPT can be particularly helpful for him and significantly decrease the amount of time he spends
voice typing or altering all the spelling and stylistic errors. Therefore, Al may offer these more
organizational or basic writing capacities that can be a barrier for certain groups.

until we are more experienced at using Al, certain areas, (like healthcare which is being deemed a high
risk area in some regulatory developments) need stronger guidelines. Allowing a chatbot to freelance
advice is too risky, as this example demonstrates. But | am more comfortable with Al that might, say,
highlight a hard to detect dental cavity that a dentist can then confirm and decided to act on. So, we
mitigate with policy and professional ethical standards that will emerge in various areas to deal with the
use of automation, Al and AGI.

The context that | think about most is emotional health, mental health and the benefit/harm calculus of
using Al in the form of a bot that provides mental health care. Who should assess whether someone's
mental or emotional health needs CAN or SHOULD be addressed by a therapist powered by Al? For
example, this article  (https://www.psychiatrist.com/news/neda-suspends-ai-chatbot-for-giving-
harmful-eating-disorder-advice/), discusses how an Al chatbot was suspended for "giving harmful eating
disorder advice."

It's so interesting to me that a computer's "lack" of bias (i.e. it's "1s and 0s" basis) actually can make it
more bias. | wonder often if Al could adequately account for need-based aid. For example, consider two
people competing for a job. One is wealthy, from a stable wealthy family, went to a good university, and
graduated. The other came from very little, and worked their way to the same university, likely an
objectively "harder" (or more motivated, driven) worker. How would Al models assigned the task of
choosing who to hire pick? The one with an "easier" life, who likely received advantages that the other
candidate did not, will potentially be a more attractive candidate for the job. They likely had more
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Q. Ahne confluence

diverse extra curricular programs and private schooling, whereas the other candidate did not. Although
it can certainly be argued that the latter applicant would do a better job in the position and "deserves"
the job better.

e  When Al becomes not only the mean to the end, but the "the end" itself, the conversation went beyond
discussing whether a technology creation (the tool) is good or bad.

e Aldependence is going to be a real thing, because we already see human beings developed connections
and attachment to Als, especially for people who are deprived from opportunities of building real
connections or are lacking skills or motivation.

e |t seems that Al may be able to facilitate the translation process between an idea and an artistic
expression. Although the translation process itself may be part of the art creation and the personal
touch is really important. In the Al era, are we losing the capacity to distinguish what is Al creation and
what is human creation in terms of art?

e | have always marveled at the ability of those with musical gifts to create beautiful music. It is part of
what allows me to be in awe of the human race, even when there are examples of people who are what
we term bad actors. The ability for humans to create music gives me hope, therefore. | am prepared for
artificial music, but would still want to know that it was not created by a human, | think, to hold on to
some understanding of reality and to feel that hopeful connection to human composers and musicians.

e Al offers an opportunity for convergence on some universal ethics but this can only happen if people
are willing to draw such lines in the sand, as some tech companies are doing with China. The marketplace
has its own power and people willing to try and shape that power to be a force for good should do so.
Others may not agree with their definition of "good" but it is one way some universally accepted goods

can emerge.

Risks, Harms, Fears, esp. privacy, data (not jobs, not medical, not education) (19
Excerpts)

Description of the idea: Many people are concerned with how Al puts them at risk, via data,
privacy, security, safety, and many other things. People are concerned not only about direct
and concrete harms from Al, like injury or job loss, but also more nebulous risks such as
those to human relationships, creativity, psychology, removal of meaning, human self-
conceptualization, and more.

Corresponding extracts

e | was unsure how the platform would collect my data. As an accountant at a Big 4 accounting firm,
confidentiality is hugely stressed. | was working to audit non-public information from one of the largest
companies in the world. The possibility that this information could get into the wrong hands was enough
to stop me

e The context that | think about most is emotional health, mental health and the benefit/harm calculus of
using Al in the form of a bot that provides mental health care. Who should assess whether someone's
mental or emotional health needs CAN or SHOULD be addressed by a therapist powered by Al? For
example, this article  (https://www.psychiatrist.com/news/neda-suspends-ai-chatbot-for-giving-
harmful-eating-disorder-advice/), discusses how an Al chatbot was suspended for "giving harmful eating
disorder advice."

e | am concerned about Al fully replacing humans in almost any capacity because that may lead to
deskilling that may be detrimental to growth and opportunity. Of course, tools and technology have
replaced functions that humans had previously completed themselves, but Al--to me--seems to have
the ability to replace far more tasks at a far more rapid pace.

e  People are often not their best selves when they are online and can often remain anonymous (witness
the prevalence of cyber bullying and caustic commenting), so having Al scrub the internet may create
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Qv Ahnei confluence

more negative outcomes and reinforce prejudices. Also, there are many people who are not
contributing to internet content, their voices and perspectives will not be counted.

Al is itself a neutral tool in our toolkit. The tricky thing is because Al (like everything else) is being
developed under capitalism, it's very difficult to tease apart Al in and of itself versus the context in which
Al exists. Al includes everything from facial recognition software to log into one's phone, to robot
vacuums, to models on social media. | am not inherently opposed to Al, however when it's being
developed and used for capitalistic instead of humanistic purposes, it can really be used more for harm
(e.g., replacing workers without offering viable alternatives for income and stability) than for common
good (e.g., replacing workers but providing universal basic income and other sources of stability so
people are not dependent on work to have their needs met). | am a luddite through and through.

until we are more experienced at using Al, certain areas, (like healthcare which is being deemed a high
risk area in some regulatory developments) need stronger guidelines. Allowing a chatbot to freelance
advice is too risky, as this example demonstrates. But | am more comfortable with Al that might, say,
highlight a hard to detect dental cavity that a dentist can then confirm and decided to act on. So, we
mitigate with policy and professional ethical standards that will emerge in various areas to deal with the
use of automation, Al and AGI.

there has been an important a paradigm shift when it comes to creativity. For a simple example, early
chess programs could be beaten by grandmasters because grandmasters imagine different alternatives
beyond the programming of the chess-bot. But with enough machine learning, that paradigm actually
reversed. Today, players are being caught using bots to cheat precisely because the bot operates with
GREATER imagination than a human player would in a given scenario
(https://www.wired.com/video/watch/chess-cheating). But this pattern is repeating in all sorts of areas.
We can identify GenAl precisely because of its creativity - its willingness to put 7 fingers on a hand or
turn out images of the founding fathers with darker skin tones. But in arenas we are less familiar with
than the five-fingered human hand, the same sort of creative license now becomes dangerous
misinformation

It might be alright for us to become deskilled at some jobs, but not if it means we ease down a slippery
slope to allowing more harmful activities, like generating unnecessary levels of radioactive waste
because we no longer need to consider the impact on humans in cleaning it up.

When it comes to humanitarian efforts, | think that Al should not replace human interaction. | think it is
paramount to maintain the face-to-face human encounter and relationality that builds community and
reminds each other of our shared humanity. Integrating Al into this space may reduce persons or
desensitize the emotional response that comes out of witnessing human suffering.

in terms of creativity, it really depends on what you define to be 'art'. If you were to define it as
something that provokes emotion, then yes something created with Al in this space could be art. But, if
we just talk about creativity, so much of what humans value as creativity comes from their lived
experiences and person thoughts, those of which Al does not have in the same capacity. If someone
would want to make art or be creative with Al, | think they would need to acknowledge or have it known
that this was created with the work of Al and not solely on their own merit, as sure they maybe put the
prompt in Al and tweaked it that way, but the basis of it comes from Al.

Al has the potential to dramatically increase the access to mental health care and provide a more
humane, immediate and personalized approach for therapeutic purposes (US-G, US-wave 2, US-H,
mental health, access to technology, Al benefits, benefit, medical benefits, Al as help, psychotherapy)
When Al becomes not only the mean to the end, but the "the end" itself, the conversation went beyond
discussing whether a technology creation (the tool) is good or bad.

at least from a Western perspective, human agency, intelligence and autonomous reasoning has been
considered what grounds human value in our subconscious value-hierarchy. Therefore, when people
begin to speak about Al as being "smarter" and having "agential capacities" it prompts fear that humans
will lose that thing that makes us special or which gives us value. Therefore, | argue that media coverage
of Al that reinforces that Al is going to take over puts at risk our conception of human value. At the same
time, Al may offer us a space to reconsider concepts like human dignity and rights and what DOES in
fact make us valuable outside of our capacities. So, | think it could go two ways. There is the potential
to a cultural shift that begins to devalue human beings who do not exhibit the same rationality or
function as Al. On the other hand, this could be an inflection point in which humanity must come
together to determine what makes us human and how to protect that.
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Q. Ahne confluence

e This is an excellent point, a good example is Al and job applications. If a person/business is already
biased against people with felonies, then they will code an Al program that will automatically reject job
applications in which the candidate has marked that they have a felony (unless they employ the "ban
the box" policy in the hiring process). If a property management company is biased against people with
Housing Choice Vouchers (section 8), then they will code an Al program to filter out applicants who are
low-income. It's just an exacerbated version of what already is systemic, interpersonal, and cultural.

e In addition to and related to creativity, Al also poses a threat to curiosity. The promise of precision in
response to our inquiries leaves us without the curious meanderings of tradition research methods The
digitation of data and precision of search engines already took this somewhat from us, but Al threatens
to make information gathering frictionless, and thus without creative meandering. Consider what is lost
when we no longer... --pull the other books on the same dewey decimal shelf, --listen to the songs that
are on the album but not played on the radio, --read the next article in the newspaper or magazine --
pull out a roadmap when we made a wrong turn or, now, what is lost when we trust Al to... --make our
medical diagnoses --determine our career paths --create our art --write our stories How much should
curiosity inform... --prison sentencing? --military firing decisions?

e the improvement on productivity does not equal to better well being and meaningful lives. Human
brains still adopt a system that does not evolve as fast as the technology. Perhaps we will have more
crisis of meaning when there is a mismatch between what we can do with Al and what we can process
emotionally

e Theotherthingis - of course it partially depends on the human beings that use them. | think the question
may be also extended to, will Al exaggerate and/or attenuate the good and bad part of the humanity?

e jtis interesting to think about what sorts of conditions might justify use of ChatGPT, and which might
not, and why that distinction is made. What makes the use justifiable or not and why? And if the
condition is on a spectrum, how do you judge the cut-off point and why?

e Al atleast at this point, still gives us an approximation in facts and analysis. We cannot at this point give
up responsibility for any Al output. We have to assess whether it is true, reasonable, adequate. Human
agency is still central to our acting in the world.

Universal or Local, Al as Liberator or Oppressor (18 Excerpts)

Description of the idea: Because the tech industry flourishes in only a few locations in the world,
it sometimes has trouble integrating to local cultures. This introduces a tension between the
perhaps inappropriately universalized “tech values” and the local values. Exactly what
"appropriate universalization of values” might mean is a particularly difficult issue, because
some cultures might strongly require one value, while another culture would demand the
opposite and demand that others accept that too. Some might see these “outside values”
as colonial oppression and others as an opportunity for liberation.

Corresponding extracts

e Tech has a diversity problem and it is especially noticeable internationally, in terms of how content is
moderated in various nations, often now by Al. But that still does not solve the question of what should
be "acceptable" diversity. Should, e.g., some nations censor everything having to do with women's rights
or LGBTQ+ content online or etc.? Should tech companies allow, cooperate with, or facilitate that form
of moral censorship? Or should tech companies facilitate enforcement of laws against people by
reporting their data to those governments? "Diversity" is often seen as a virtue, but everyone agrees
that some behaviors are not acceptable. So how should Al developers navigate this space: by just doing
whatever particular nations want, or by sometimes not cooperating or even leaving those nations
altogether because their moral demands are unacceptable (as some tech companies have done with
China, for example)? What are acceptable and unacceptable diversity and how do we know which is
which?
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Qv Ahnei confluence

the opposition is really one of respecting local values vs. trying to change local values as an outsider.
One might mean respecting things you really oppose, and the other means trying to overthrow local
values in favor of your own values. This has been a constant tension from the times of colonialism
onwards, and it carries all of that baggage too. And yet as outsiders, if we see people in another country
committing genocide, for example, that "diverse perspective" of being okay with killing people in a
certain group seems very unacceptable and worth trying to stop.

It's so interesting to me that a computer's "lack" of bias (i.e. it's "1s and 0s" basis) actually can make it
more bias. | wonder often if Al could adequately account for need-based aid. For example, consider two
people competing for a job. One is wealthy, from a stable wealthy family, went to a good university, and
graduated. The other came from very little, and worked their way to the same university, likely an
objectively "harder" (or more motivated, driven) worker. How would Al models assigned the task of
choosing who to hire pick? The one with an "easier" life, who likely received advantages that the other
candidate did not, will potentially be a more attractive candidate for the job. They likely had more
diverse extra curricular programs and private schooling, whereas the other candidate did not. Although
it can certainly be argued that the latter applicant would do a better job in the position and "deserves"
the job better.

given that Al is built from code, at least to my knowledge, it comes with the same biases as the coder,
so how could we make sure that this is accounted for? The same goes for different cultures have
different ideas about respecting human diversity, so how would companies have to account for that,
and should they?

The problem with Al is its only trained on the material the developer gives it, and it needs a lot of it to
be successful. This means that there will truly never be a equally diverse training set, but by casting a
wide net into the internet, it gets a pretty good representation of what our culture's diversity is online

Al offers an opportunity for convergence on some universal ethics but this can only happen if people
are willing to draw such lines in the sand, as some tech companies are doing with China. The marketplace
has its own power and people willing to try and shape that power to be a force for good should do so.
Others may not agree with their definition of "good" but it is one way some universally accepted goods
can emerge.

| feel this is THE central concern. Al is both born from and a mechanism for creativity and innovation,
two of my passions. But the context and moment in time in which Al is being developed, namely
capitalism, white supremacy culture and extractive economies, means Al will likely enrich and empower
the few at the expense of the majority. | wanted to participate in this initiative because I'm hoping there
are people smarter than me, who care about compassion and using innovation for the greatest good
and will be able to influence the trajectory of Al to help humanity help ourselves and our planet.

I'd say "reflect," not "respect"--and, on that note, it's only as reflective as the data it's trained on; there
are key datasets that don't exist but could... As many have commented, data are not a naturally
occurring phenomenon; we choose what data to collect or not, and so Al reflects those human choices.

It gets a pretty good representation of those who contribute to the internet, but this set is not the same
as all persons.

what if the Al is replacing jobs that people hate doing, such as dirty or dangerous work? Working in
radioactive waste would be a horrible job for a person but fine for an automated robot, perhaps using
Al in some way. That seems like a job it woudl be okay for humans to not do, even if we risk becoming
deskilled at it.

at least from a Western perspective, human agency, intelligence and autonomous reasoning has been
considered what grounds human value in our subconscious value-hierarchy. Therefore, when people
begin to speak about Al as being "smarter" and having "agential capacities" it prompts fear that humans
will lose that thing that makes us special or which gives us value. Therefore, | argue that media coverage
of Al that reinforces that Al is going to take over puts at risk our conception of human value. At the same
time, Al may offer us a space to reconsider concepts like human dignity and rights and what DOES in
fact make us valuable outside of our capacities. So, | think it could go two ways. There is the potential
to a cultural shift that begins to devalue human beings who do not exhibit the same rationality or
function as Al. On the other hand, this could be an inflection point in which humanity must come
together to determine what makes us human and how to protect that.

People are often not their best selves when they are online and can often remain anonymous (witness
the prevalence of cyber bullying and caustic commenting), so having Al scrub the internet may create
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Q. Ahne confluence

more negative outcomes and reinforce prejudices. Also, there are many people who are not
contributing to internet content, their voices and perspectives will not be counted.

e one of my biggest concerns with Al, that bias becomes more deeply embedded. We've already seen
examples Al bias in housing and loan applications

e This is an excellent point, a good example is Al and job applications. If a person/business is already
biased against people with felonies, then they will code an Al program that will automatically reject job
applications in which the candidate has marked that they have a felony (unless they employ the "ban
the box" policy in the hiring process). If a property management company is biased against people with
Housing Choice Vouchers (section 8), then they will code an Al program to filter out applicants who are
low-income. It's just an exacerbated version of what already is systemic, interpersonal, and cultural.

e |t gets a pretty good representation of those who contribute to the internet, but this set is not the same
as all persons.

e itis interesting to think about what sorts of conditions might justify use of ChatGPT, and which might
not, and why that distinction is made. What makes the use justifiable or not and why? And if the
condition is on a spectrum, how do you judge the cut-off point and why?

e Although there is a lot of attention on how models are developed, | am still not convinced that the
explainability of that development is fully understood. The models seem to me to be the value
proposition of companies that are developing these models so there are few that are making the models
transparent. What should the guidance be to ensure explainability?

e |t could cause something akin to a 'brain drain', this happened in eastern Germany during the Cold War
when the oppression of living there caused those with big ideas to other countries.

Diversity, Inclusion, Bias (16 Excerpts)

Description of the idea: Al is a biased technology for several reasons, including lack of diversity
in the workforce, lack of diversity in datasets, lack of awareness of how models can be
biased, and so on. To remedy these problems, active measures are needed to remediate the
biases. Al can also help to fix biases by detecting them in Al models and datasets and then
figuring out how to debias them. Importantly, bias is not only racial or gendered, but can
also be political, religious, and many other more subtle forms.

Corresponding extracts

e Tech has a diversity problem and it is especially noticeable internationally, in terms of how content is
moderated in various nations, often now by Al. But that still does not solve the question of what should
be "acceptable" diversity. Should, e.g., some nations censor everything having to do with women's rights
or LGBTQ+ content online or etc.? Should tech companies allow, cooperate with, or facilitate that form
of moral censorship? Or should tech companies facilitate enforcement of laws against people by
reporting their data to those governments? "Diversity" is often seen as a virtue, but everyone agrees
that some behaviors are not acceptable. So how should Al developers navigate this space: by just doing
whatever particular nations want, or by sometimes not cooperating or even leaving those nations
altogether because their moral demands are unacceptable (as some tech companies have done with
China, for example)? What are acceptable and unacceptable diversity and how do we know which is
which?

e the opposition is really one of respecting local values vs. trying to change local values as an outsider.
One might mean respecting things you really oppose, and the other means trying to overthrow local
values in favor of your own values. This has been a constant tension from the times of colonialism
onwards, and it carries all of that baggage too. And yet as outsiders, if we see people in another country
committing genocide, for example, that "diverse perspective" of being okay with killing people in a
certain group seems very unacceptable and worth trying to stop.

e given that Al is built from code, at least to my knowledge, it comes with the same biases as the coder,
so how could we make sure that this is accounted for? The same goes for different cultures have
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different ideas about respecting human diversity, so how would companies have to account for that,
and should they?

It's so interesting to me that a computer's "lack" of bias (i.e. it's "1s and 0s" basis) actually can make it
more bias. | wonder often if Al could adequately account for need-based aid. For example, consider two
people competing for a job. One is wealthy, from a stable wealthy family, went to a good university, and
graduated. The other came from very little, and worked their way to the same university, likely an
objectively "harder" (or more motivated, driven) worker. How would Al models assigned the task of
choosing who to hire pick? The one with an "easier" life, who likely received advantages that the other
candidate did not, will potentially be a more attractive candidate for the job. They likely had more
diverse extra curricular programs and private schooling, whereas the other candidate did not. Although
it can certainly be argued that the latter applicant would do a better job in the position and "deserves"
the job better.

I'd say "reflect," not "respect"”--and, on that note, it's only as reflective as the data it's trained on; there
are key datasets that don't exist but could... As many have commented, data are not a naturally
occurring phenomenon; we choose what data to collect or not, and so Al reflects those human choices.
It gets a pretty good representation of those who contribute to the internet, but this set is not the same
as all persons.

The problem with Al is its only trained on the material the developer gives it, and it needs a lot of it to
be successful. This means that there will truly never be a equally diverse training set, but by casting a
wide net into the internet, it gets a pretty good representation of what our culture's diversity is online
Al offers an opportunity for convergence on some universal ethics but this can only happen if people
are willing to draw such lines in the sand, as some tech companies are doing with China. The marketplace
has its own power and people willing to try and shape that power to be a force for good should do so.
Others may not agree with their definition of "good" but it is one way some universally accepted goods
can emerge.

| feel this is THE central concern. Al is both born from and a mechanism for creativity and innovation,
two of my passions. But the context and moment in time in which Al is being developed, namely
capitalism, white supremacy culture and extractive economies, means Al will likely enrich and empower
the few at the expense of the majority. | wanted to participate in this initiative because I'm hoping there
are people smarter than me, who care about compassion and using innovation for the greatest good
and will be able to influence the trajectory of Al to help humanity help ourselves and our planet.

what if the Al is replacing jobs that people hate doing, such as dirty or dangerous work? Working in
radioactive waste would be a horrible job for a person but fine for an automated robot, perhaps using
Al in some way. That seems like a job it woudl be okay for humans to not do, even if we risk becoming
deskilled at it.

This is an excellent point, a good example is Al and job applications. If a person/business is already
biased against people with felonies, then they will code an Al program that will automatically reject job
applications in which the candidate has marked that they have a felony (unless they employ the "ban
the box" policy in the hiring process). If a property management company is biased against people with
Housing Choice Vouchers (section 8), then they will code an Al program to filter out applicants who are
low-income. It's just an exacerbated version of what already is systemic, interpersonal, and cultural.
People are often not their best selves when they are online and can often remain anonymous (witness
the prevalence of cyber bullying and caustic commenting), so having Al scrub the internet may create
more negative outcomes and reinforce prejudices. Also, there are many people who are not
contributing to internet content, their voices and perspectives will not be counted.

one of my biggest concerns with Al, that bias becomes more deeply embedded. We've already seen
examples Al bias in housing and loan applications

it is interesting to think about what sorts of conditions might justify use of ChatGPT, and which might
not, and why that distinction is made. What makes the use justifiable or not and why? And if the
condition is on a spectrum, how do you judge the cut-off point and why?

at least from a Western perspective, human agency, intelligence and autonomous reasoning has been
considered what grounds human value in our subconscious value-hierarchy. Therefore, when people
begin to speak about Al as being "smarter" and having "agential capacities" it prompts fear that humans
will lose that thing that makes us special or which gives us value. Therefore, | argue that media coverage
of Al that reinforces that Al is going to take over puts at risk our conception of human value. At the same
time, Al may offer us a space to reconsider concepts like human dignity and rights and what DOES in
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fact make us valuable outside of our capacities. So, | think it could go two ways. There is the potential
to a cultural shift that begins to devalue human beings who do not exhibit the same rationality or
function as Al. On the other hand, this could be an inflection point in which humanity must come
together to determine what makes us human and how to protect that.

e Although there is a lot of attention on how models are developed, | am still not convinced that the
explainability of that development is fully understood. The models seem to me to be the value
proposition of companies that are developing these models so there are few that are making the models
transparent. What should the guidance be to ensure explainability?

Agency, Choice, and Responsibility (15 Excerpts)

Description of the idea: There is a tension between Al empowering human agency and
disempowering human agency. Those who use Al for their own purposes will be empowered
by it, but those who do not learn to use Al this way may be outcompeted and lose their
jobs, thus losing much of their economic agency. Al will empower both good and bad
people, who may then wield their power for good or ill. For example, Bad actors can use Al
to promote disinformation, which distorts how others make decisions, thus undermining
agency.

Corresponding extracts

e Theotherthingis - of course it partially depends on the human beings that use them. | think the question
may be also extended to, will Al exaggerate and/or attenuate the good and bad part of the humanity?

e The use of Al will both empower and detract from human agency. It may release humans from
monotonous tasks, but the first experience will be the loss of agency because things | have been good
at will now be done more competently done by Al

e Al atleast at this point, still gives us an approximation in facts and analysis. We cannot at this point give
up responsibility for any Al output. We have to assess whether it is true, reasonable, adequate. Human
agency is still central to our acting in the world.

e | think human beings are already using their agency to seek out the help of Al when it can reduce a lot
of workload and bring help to life. Similar as the way they exercise agency to do a lot of things that may
be helpful or harmful, the question is whether they are aware of the consequences (e.g., potentially
descaling their skills to critically think or connect) when they exercise their agency to use Al

e atleast from a Western perspective, human agency, intelligence and autonomous reasoning has been
considered what grounds human value in our subconscious value-hierarchy. Therefore, when people
begin to speak about Al as being "smarter" and having "agential capacities" it prompts fear that humans
will lose that thing that makes us special or which gives us value. Therefore, | argue that media coverage
of Al that reinforces that Al is going to take over puts at risk our conception of human value. At the same
time, Al may offer us a space to reconsider concepts like human dignity and rights and what DOES in
fact make us valuable outside of our capacities. So, | think it could go two ways. There is the potential
to a cultural shift that begins to devalue human beings who do not exhibit the same rationality or
function as Al. On the other hand, this could be an inflection point in which humanity must come
together to determine what makes us human and how to protect that.

e  When Al becomes not only the mean to the end, but the "the end" itself, the conversation went beyond
discussing whether a technology creation (the tool) is good or bad.

e Al gives people the opportunity to do more with their time, now it is up to the humans what they do
with their time in order to make their life potentially more meaningful. However, there is something to
be said about the meaning that people get from accomplishing a task on their own. | think if you do
something meaningful with the time that Al gives back to you, it has the ability to make life more
meaningful, but if you choose to use that time to consistently do something unproductive, | am not sure
how much meaning that would truly bring to someone's life.
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Q. Ahne confluence

e (Citizens in a democracy elect representatives to act on their behalf in government. When voters choose
their representatives--their delegates to government--they expect these individuals to serve with critical
thinking and creativity skills. If such representatives turn to Al tools as a substitute for their own duty to
be creative and to apply critical thinking to the policy and political issues of the day, they have potentially
undermined representative democracy. If elected representatives of the people use Al to direct them
to what they should be doing as representatives and further use Al to generate legislation or policy
proposals, then democracy becomes representation by BOTs, not representation by and for the people

e it is interesting to think about what sorts of conditions might justify use of ChatGPT, and which might
not, and why that distinction is made. What makes the use justifiable or not and why? And if the
condition is on a spectrum, how do you judge the cut-off point and why?

o | feel as though with the rise of Al, a person's ability to critically think will decrease. | think that this is
especially worrying for the younger generations who will grow up with Al as part of their daily lives.
Critical thinking is a learned skill, to a certain extent, and not exercising your ability to do so can make it
more and more difficult over time. | do also believe that people are starting to trust Al too much. | feel
like many are starting to not critically think about the information that something like ChatGPT spits out
at them.

e A meaningful life is very subjectively defined. Al will not have a capability, at least at first, to know
enough about any one person to help with defining or fostering meaning. However, the individual can
ask questions of Al and elicit suggestions - just as we might ask a friend for a good book recommendation
that addresses a "meaningful” subject.

e Al has a key role today in human critical thinking. It can start our thinking by giving a quick and rough
answer to a question. It becomes a brainstorming partner. It can also refine ideas by asking Al detailed
questions which arise in the writing or analytical process.

e |t could cause something akin to a 'brain drain', this happened in eastern Germany during the Cold War
when the oppression of living there caused those with big ideas to other countries.

e Al offers an opportunity for convergence on some universal ethics but this can only happen if people
are willing to draw such lines in the sand, as some tech companies are doing with China. The marketplace
has its own power and people willing to try and shape that power to be a force for good should do so.
Others may not agree with their definition of "good" but it is one way some universally accepted goods
can emerge.

e This is one of the more interesting aspects of the shift from traditional computing to "Al" based
computing, especially when it comes to generative Al. Creativity used to be considered 100% a human
capacity. Computing was a tool, but humans brought the actual creative elements. This is important,
because creativity is one area where judgment is involved. Generative Al seems to be capable of creating
independently of human input. What it needs is to be able to judge when to be creative and when to
not be creative. When | am looking for a summary of the daily news... or a picture of someone | want to
reference... or research for a scientific or history paper.... creativity is not appropriate. When | am asking
for artistic renderings--images, music, nonfiction writing, etc--creativity is encouraged.

Skills, Deskilling, Reskilling (13 Excerpts)

Description of the idea: Humans are already falling into the trap of technological dependency
and deskilling, and as Al becomes more capable, dependency and deskilling will only get
worse. Al has the potential to “brain drain” humanity, not by taking our most skilled people
and moving them to another place, but by taking our best skilled people and removing their
skill. Al will replace specific people at first, and at the maximal extent, Al will be better than
humans at most paid tasks and human labor in general will be replaced.

Corresponding extracts
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Qv Ahnei confluence

Al dependence is going to be a real thing, because we already see human beings developed connections
and attachment to Als, especially for people who are deprived from opportunities of building real
connections or are lacking skills or motivation.

| think human beings are already using their agency to seek out the help of Al when it can reduce a lot
of workload and bring help to life. Similar as the way they exercise agency to do a lot of things that may
be helpful or harmful, the question is whether they are aware of the consequences (e.g., potentially
descaling their skills to critically think or connect) when they exercise their agency to use Al

It seems that Al may be able to facilitate the translation process between an idea and an artistic
expression. Although the translation process itself may be part of the art creation and the personal
touch is really important. In the Al era, are we losing the capacity to distinguish what is Al creation and
what is human creation in terms of art?

It might be alright for us to become deskilled at some jobs, but not if it means we ease down a slippery
slope to allowing more harmful activities, like generating unnecessary levels of radioactive waste
because we no longer need to consider the impact on humans in cleaning it up.

It could cause something akin to a 'brain drain', this happened in eastern Germany during the Cold War
when the oppression of living there caused those with big ideas to other countries.

what if the Al is replacing jobs that people hate doing, such as dirty or dangerous work? Working in
radioactive waste would be a horrible job for a person but fine for an automated robot, perhaps using
Al in some way. That seems like a job it woudl be okay for humans to not do, even if we risk becoming
deskilled at it.

| am concerned about Al fully replacing humans in almost any capacity because that may lead to
deskilling that may be detrimental to growth and opportunity. Of course, tools and technology have
replaced functions that humans had previously completed themselves, but Al--to me--seems to have
the ability to replace far more tasks at a far more rapid pace.

When digital art technology came out there was an editing ability that takes much less time than what
people would do in dark rooms. It allows people with less camera skill and better computer skill to do
similar or better work. That being said, it's easy to trained eyes to see the difference. It would work
similarly that if someone creates art with Al it will take less time but still the Al research skill to get a
good enough output they think is worth their signature. On the other hand, it's very common practice
for artisits to acknowledge the medium they use with the titiling and the art community could enforce
this standard. If they were to do it that way, it would only raise the bar for what is considered 'good' in
terms of Al art. This is just a new form of art, and while it takes less time to make the art, the fine tuning
of it will be the effect that seperates the good from the bad.

Al has a key role today in human critical thinking. It can start our thinking by giving a quick and rough
answer to a question. It becomes a brainstorming partner. It can also refine ideas by asking Al detailed
guestions which arise in the writing or analytical process.

| feel as though with the rise of Al, a person's ability to critically think will decrease. | think that this is
especially worrying for the younger generations who will grow up with Al as part of their daily lives.
Critical thinking is a learned skill, to a certain extent, and not exercising your ability to do so can make it
more and more difficult over time. | do also believe that people are starting to trust Al too much. | feel
like many are starting to not critically think about the information that something like ChatGPT spits out
at them.

Meaning has a very individual quality to it and *if* Al gave us more time (and I'm not sure it actually
will), then we could put that time towards meaningful things... or unmeaningful things as well. This is a
human response to Al giving us more time (kind of filling in a new negative space). What about the
"positive space" side of it? What might Al do there in terms of meaning? Can using the Al itself bring or
remove meaning? | will just say, from my perspective, | think using Al to write for me would remove
meaning from my work, and substitute a rough approximation of what the internet thinks is meaningful
= the Al dataset. Likewise, if | knew | were reading something generated by Al, it would make me
skeptical of the meaning to be found in that text - meaning, once again, that is a distillation of the
internet. Not a bad thing, but not the same as an individual creative human author.

Speaking with a mentor of mine who has severe dyslexia, he noted that large-language models like
ChatGPT can be particularly helpful for him and significantly decrease the amount of time he spends
voice typing or altering all the spelling and stylistic errors. Therefore, Al may offer these more
organizational or basic writing capacities that can be a barrier for certain groups.
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Q. Ahne confluence

e When Al becomes not only the mean to the end, but the "the end" itself, the conversation went beyond
discussing whether a technology creation (the tool) is good or bad.

Usefulness efficiency speed (12 Excerpts)

Description of the idea: Al is a very fast technology and because of that can really help to
increase efficiency and productivity. People will accomplish more with less effort, yet it is
unclear if this will actually give people more time or just make them do more work.
Additionally, the meaningfulness of the work may reduce with speed as less attention is paid
to the particularity of the work. Human well-being will be affected, but it is not clear if it will
be positively or negatively.

Corresponding extracts

e |see Al's place in humanity, for better or for worse, as an extension of our capabilities. The same way
that sticks and rocks were a tools that allowed humans to hunt animals that were physically stronger
than themselves. Or, a more similar comparison, the way that computers allowed us to calculate
incredibly complex things very quickly and efficiently. Humans can use Al to create and develop in ways
that are only possible with such a medium. The same way that some math problems are only feasibly
computable using a computer and that some animals from hundreds of thousands of years ago could
only be conquered using sticks and rocks. Whether these developments will be ultimately beneficial to
society is still up for debate, but Al is here and I'm very intrigued to see what kind of things we can do
with it (and what kind of things we can *only* do with it).

e Speaking with a mentor of mine who has severe dyslexia, he noted that large-language models like
ChatGPT can be particularly helpful for him and significantly decrease the amount of time he spends
voice typing or altering all the spelling and stylistic errors. Therefore, Al may offer these more
organizational or basic writing capacities that can be a barrier for certain groups.

e Al can definitely offer us a lot through its ability to speed up monotonous tasks. At an accounting
internship this summer there were some tasks | was given that would have taken a few seconds with Al,
but it often took me hours. | was often tempted to ask ChatGPT to do my work for me as | would be
saving quite a lot of time.

e |t really offers a tool for people to use to speed up processes and it will be a new skill that rises people
to the top. There is a certian level of understanding how the Al models work to be better at devloping
them, but nobody needs to know the inner workings to be good at them. It's similar to how any other
ordinary skill will make some people more productive than others. The fear is that Al will be doing all of
the work and we lose out on human creativity, but there will still be aspects that people need to keep
working the Al to ask for better and better. If people leave the Al to keep generating ideas on top of it's
own ideas, it will get worse and worse progressively. Al currently isn't at a self sustainable point and
course could be corrected.

e Al gives people the opportunity to do more with their time, now it is up to the humans what they do
with their time in order to make their life potentially more meaningful. However, there is something to
be said about the meaning that people get from accomplishing a task on their own. | think if you do
something meaningful with the time that Al gives back to you, it has the ability to make life more
meaningful, but if you choose to use that time to consistently do something unproductive, | am not sure
how much meaning that would truly bring to someone's life.

e  Meaning has a very individual quality to it and *if* Al gave us more time (and I'm not sure it actually
will), then we could put that time towards meaningful things... or unmeaningful things as well. This is a
human response to Al giving us more time (kind of filling in a new negative space). What about the
"positive space" side of it? What might Al do there in terms of meaning? Can using the Al itself bring or
remove meaning? | will just say, from my perspective, | think using Al to write for me would remove
meaning from my work, and substitute a rough approximation of what the internet thinks is meaningful
= the Al dataset. Likewise, if | knew | were reading something generated by Al, it would make me

23


https://cartodebat.org/nhnai/d/3rK/664bd1a0e20b74131872f5ee
https://cartodebat.org/nhnai/d/3rK/664bd1a0e20b74131872f5ee
https://cartodebat.org/nhnai/d/3rK/6647dc57e20b74119eb46267
https://cartodebat.org/nhnai/d/3rK/6647dc57e20b74119eb46267
https://cartodebat.org/nhnai/d/3rK/6647dc57e20b74119eb46267
https://cartodebat.org/nhnai/d/3rK/6647dc57e20b74119eb46267
https://cartodebat.org/nhnai/d/3rK/6647dc57e20b74119eb46267
https://cartodebat.org/nhnai/d/3rK/6647dc57e20b74119eb46267
https://cartodebat.org/nhnai/d/3rK/6647dc57e20b74119eb46267
https://cartodebat.org/nhnai/d/3rK/6647dc57e20b74119eb46267
https://cartodebat.org/nhnai/d/3rK/6647dc57e20b74119eb46267
https://cartodebat.org/nhnai/d/3rK/6647db82e20b74119eb46262
https://cartodebat.org/nhnai/d/3rK/6647db82e20b74119eb46262
https://cartodebat.org/nhnai/d/3rK/6647db82e20b74119eb46262
https://cartodebat.org/nhnai/d/3rK/6647db82e20b74119eb46262
https://cartodebat.org/nhnai/d/3rK/6647e17ae20b74119eb46273
https://cartodebat.org/nhnai/d/3rK/6647e17ae20b74119eb46273
https://cartodebat.org/nhnai/d/3rK/6647e17ae20b74119eb46273
https://cartodebat.org/nhnai/d/3rK/6647e17ae20b74119eb46273
https://cartodebat.org/nhnai/d/3rK/6647dccde20b74119eb46269
https://cartodebat.org/nhnai/d/3rK/6647dccde20b74119eb46269
https://cartodebat.org/nhnai/d/3rK/6647dccde20b74119eb46269
https://cartodebat.org/nhnai/d/3rK/6647dccde20b74119eb46269
https://cartodebat.org/nhnai/d/3rK/6647dccde20b74119eb46269
https://cartodebat.org/nhnai/d/3rK/6647dccde20b74119eb46269
https://cartodebat.org/nhnai/d/3rK/6647dccde20b74119eb46269
https://cartodebat.org/nhnai/d/3rK/6647dccde20b74119eb46269
https://cartodebat.org/nhnai/d/3rK/6647dc13e20b74119eb46265
https://cartodebat.org/nhnai/d/3rK/6647dc13e20b74119eb46265
https://cartodebat.org/nhnai/d/3rK/6647dc13e20b74119eb46265
https://cartodebat.org/nhnai/d/3rK/6647dc13e20b74119eb46265
https://cartodebat.org/nhnai/d/3rK/6647dc13e20b74119eb46265
https://cartodebat.org/nhnai/d/3rK/6647dc13e20b74119eb46265
https://cartodebat.org/nhnai/d/3rK/664bd388e20b74131872f5f3
https://cartodebat.org/nhnai/d/3rK/664bd388e20b74131872f5f3
https://cartodebat.org/nhnai/d/3rK/664bd388e20b74131872f5f3
https://cartodebat.org/nhnai/d/3rK/664bd388e20b74131872f5f3
https://cartodebat.org/nhnai/d/3rK/664bd388e20b74131872f5f3
https://cartodebat.org/nhnai/d/3rK/664bd388e20b74131872f5f3
https://cartodebat.org/nhnai/d/3rK/664bd388e20b74131872f5f3

SCIENCES # ET HUMANITES

C3 IFCU. n hni confluence

skeptical of the meaning to be found in that text - meaning, once again, that is a distillation of the
internet. Not a bad thing, but not the same as an individual creative human author.

e itis interesting to think about what sorts of conditions might justify use of ChatGPT, and which might
not, and why that distinction is made. What makes the use justifiable or not and why? And if the
condition is on a spectrum, how do you judge the cut-off point and why?

e Al willimmediately increase the resources, or at least reduce the costs of accomplishing certain tasks.
This will benefit any organization, including nonprofits like those working in education, agriculture, etc.
in Africa.

e Al can offer use a great way to access the human collective knowledge and to make use of it more easily.
It will greatly enhance the productivity and help people accomplish a lot more meaningful goals.

e  When digital art technology came out there was an editing ability that takes much less time than what
people would do in dark rooms. It allows people with less camera skill and better computer skill to do
similar or better work. That being said, it's easy to trained eyes to see the difference. It would work
similarly that if someone creates art with Al it will take less time but still the Al research skill to get a
good enough output they think is worth their signature. On the other hand, it's very common practice
for artisits to acknowledge the medium they use with the titiling and the art community could enforce
this standard. If they were to do it that way, it would only raise the bar for what is considered 'good' in
terms of Al art. This is just a new form of art, and while it takes less time to make the art, the fine tuning
of it will be the effect that seperates the good from the bad.

e the improvement on productivity does not equal to better well being and meaningful lives. Human
brains still adopt a system that does not evolve as fast as the technology. Perhaps we will have more
crisis of meaning when there is a mismatch between what we can do with Al and what we can process
emotionally

e  When Al becomes not only the mean to the end, but the "the end" itself, the conversation went beyond
discussing whether a technology creation (the tool) is good or bad.

Definition and Linguistic Problems (9 Excerpts)

Description of the idea: Al is very hard to define and needs an expanded vocabulary to gain
precision in the ways that we talk about it. Some see Al as a neutral tool, others as a tool
with directions built into it. Some see “Al” as a coherent category, and others do not. It is
hard to speak clearly about something with such underdeveloped vocabulary.

Corresponding extracts

e Alis itself a neutral tool in our toolkit. The tricky thing is because Al (like everything else) is being
developed under capitalism, it's very difficult to tease apart Al in and of itself versus the context in
which Al exists. Al includes everything from facial recognition software to log into one's phone, to
robot vacuums, to models on social media. | am not inherently opposed to Al, however when it's being
developed and used for capitalistic instead of humanistic purposes, it can really be used more for
harm (e.g., replacing workers without offering viable alternatives for income and stability) than for
common good (e.g., replacing workers but providing universal basic income and other sources of
stability so people are not dependent on work to have their needs met). | am a luddite through and
through.

e There are those elements we don't even have vocabulary for. These are hard to name until we are
amidst the conversation and saying "there should be a phrase for that." Some examples from recent Al
history include the advent of terms like 'deskilling' or 'Al Hallucinations." These are terms that did not
exist but were coined in order to talk about Al. This is going to be more and more necessary and this is
much of the work we need to do in order to have good public conversations about these things
Secondly even once things have been defined, often the public doesn't know the vocabulary yet. This
takes a different effort to move conversations out of the ivory (or silicon?) tower and into the
zeitgeist.
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Qv AhAe congluence

One of the things we need for this technology is a broader vocabulary that the public at large
understands and uses.

e Increasingly | am uncomfortable with discussions about "Al" broadly, as if it's one thing; given, for
example, the distinctions between generative Al and other types of Al, such broad questions/answers
are not very revealing--and potentially misleading.

e Here's an interesting -- and growing -- dictionary: https://montrealethics.ai/dictionary/ (US-wave 2,
US-G, language deficiencies, definition of Al, contribution of civic education., civic education and la)

e this goes for technology overall as well, but we can't stop using a term that everyone else is using as
though it were "a thing" even when its not. It is good to call it out when we can, | think, and tease
apart the category in a way that we think would be better.

e One of the things we need for this technology is a broader vocabulary that the public at large
understands and uses.

o | feel this is THE central concern. Al is both born from and a mechanism for creativity and innovation,
two of my passions. But the context and moment in time in which Al is being developed, namely
capitalism, white supremacy culture and extractive economies, means Al will likely enrich and
empower the few at the expense of the majority. | wanted to participate in this initiative because I'm
hoping there are people smarter than me, who care about compassion and using innovation for the
greatest good and will be able to influence the trajectory of Al to help humanity help ourselves and
our planet.

e It's sointeresting to me that a computer's "lack" of bias (i.e. it's "1s and 0s" basis) actually can make it
more bias. | wonder often if Al could adequately account for need-based aid. For example, consider
two people competing for a job. One is wealthy, from a stable wealthy family, went to a good
university, and graduated. The other came from very little, and worked their way to the same
university, likely an objectively "harder" (or more motivated, driven) worker. How would Al models
assigned the task of choosing who to hire pick? The one with an "easier" life, who likely received
advantages that the other candidate did not, will potentially be a more attractive candidate for the
job. They likely had more diverse extra curricular programs and private schooling, whereas the other
candidate did not. Although it can certainly be argued that the latter applicant would do a better job in
the position and "deserves" the job better.

Benefits (9 Excerpts)

Description of the idea: Al will have many benefits, including increasing access to resources,
reducing costs for performing tasks, giving people more time to do meaningful and creative
things, and so on. This future is possible, but will experience headwinds as other forces try
to use Al strictly for making money, or other endeavors which might only benefit people
less directly.

Corresponding extracts

e Al willimmediately increase the resources, or at least reduce the costs of accomplishing certain tasks.
This will benefit any organization, including nonprofits like those working in education, agriculture, etc.
in Africa.

e | feel this is THE central concern. Al is both born from and a mechanism for creativity and innovation,
two of my passions. But the context and moment in time in which Al is being developed, namely
capitalism, white supremacy culture and extractive economies, means Al will likely enrich and empower
the few at the expense of the majority. | wanted to participate in this initiative because I'm hoping there
are people smarter than me, who care about compassion and using innovation for the greatest good
and will be able to influence the trajectory of Al to help humanity help ourselves and our planet.

e |see Al's place in humanity, for better or for worse, as an extension of our capabilities. The same way
that sticks and rocks were a tools that allowed humans to hunt animals that were physically stronger
than themselves. Or, a more similar comparison, the way that computers allowed us to calculate
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Q. Ahne confluence

incredibly complex things very quickly and efficiently. Humans can use Al to create and develop in ways
that are only possible with such a medium. The same way that some math problems are only feasibly
computable using a computer and that some animals from hundreds of thousands of years ago could
only be conquered using sticks and rocks. Whether these developments will be ultimately beneficial to
society is still up for debate, but Al is here and I'm very intrigued to see what kind of things we can do
with it (and what kind of things we can *only* do with it).

e | mydream world, Al would be used to help humanity figure out a way to support human thriving. We
would let Al do the boring laborious work, and humans the work of connecting, community building,
healing the planet and being creative in our own unigue ways

e Al is itself a neutral tool in our toolkit. The tricky thing is because Al (like everything else) is being
developed under capitalism, it's very difficult to tease apart Al in and of itself versus the context in which
Al exists. Al includes everything from facial recognition software to log into one's phone, to robot
vacuums, to models on social media. | am not inherently opposed to Al, however when it's being
developed and used for capitalistic instead of humanistic purposes, it can really be used more for harm
(e.g., replacing workers without offering viable alternatives for income and stability) than for common
good (e.g., replacing workers but providing universal basic income and other sources of stability so
people are not dependent on work to have their needs met). | am a luddite through and through.

e Al offers an opportunity for convergence on some universal ethics but this can only happen if people
are willing to draw such lines in the sand, as some tech companies are doing with China. The marketplace
has its own power and people willing to try and shape that power to be a force for good should do so.
Others may not agree with their definition of "good" but it is one way some universally accepted goods
can emerge.

e |oneliness (at least in the US) is reported to be an epidemic, and traditional systems of support are
breaking down, it is imperative that we build connection and communities of support. Al could perhaps
play a role in connecting people, but the actual relationships of support must be person to person,
where compassion and mutual aid can be developed

e  When it comes to humanitarian efforts, | think that Al should not replace human interaction. | think it is
paramount to maintain the face-to-face human encounter and relationality that builds community and
reminds each other of our shared humanity. Integrating Al into this space may reduce persons or
desensitize the emotional response that comes out of witnessing human suffering.

e if Al did take over a huge amount of work AND everyone did have their basic needs for income and
stability met, | think there would be a magnificent blooming of creativity and possibility. There are so
many people who are bogged down with surviving right now, those who do not have the time or energy
to be creative or to think about how they might like to contribute to society. If their creativity and
capacities were not consumed by the requirements of survival and supporting their families, | believe
we would have a renaissance

Meaning and Purpose (8 Excerpts)

Description of the idea: Meaningful life is very individual and yet important to all individuals.

Al threatens this meaning by detracting from human uniqueness and by seeming to do
things better than humans can. At the same time, Al can empower people with new skills
and make them more productive, which could allow people to use their additional time on
more meaningful activities.

Corresponding extracts

e  Meaning has a very individual quality to it and *if* Al gave us more time (and I'm not sure it actually
will), then we could put that time towards meaningful things... or unmeaningful things as well. This is a
human response to Al giving us more time (kind of filling in a new negative space). What about the
"positive space" side of it? What might Al do there in terms of meaning? Can using the Al itself bring or
remove meaning? | will just say, from my perspective, | think using Al to write for me would remove
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Qv AhAe congluence

meaning from my work, and substitute a rough approximation of what the internet thinks is meaningful
= the Al dataset. Likewise, if | knew | were reading something generated by Al, it would make me
skeptical of the meaning to be found in that text - meaning, once again, that is a distillation of the
internet. Not a bad thing, but not the same as an individual creative human author.

e Regarding education, Al can lead us to view learning in a more instrumental fashion that devalues the
process of trial and error. Additionally, skill-based knowledge will likely become more valued as Al
becomes further integrated, creating certain skill "pre-requisites" to enter into any field. For me, one of
the things that makes us human is our curiosity. | fear that Al may decrease our opportunities to seek
out our curiosity, wonder, and awe which | think brings meaning to human lives and may lead to a sense
of widespread lack of purpose.

e  When Al becomes not only the mean to the end, but the "the end" itself, the conversation went beyond
discussing whether a technology creation (the tool) is good or bad.

e A meaningful life is very subjectively defined. Al will not have a capability, at least at first, to know
enough about any one person to help with defining or fostering meaning. However, the individual can
ask questions of Al and elicit suggestions - just as we might ask a friend for a good book recommendation
that addresses a "meaningful” subject.

e the improvement on productivity does not equal to better well being and meaningful lives. Human
brains still adopt a system that does not evolve as fast as the technology. Perhaps we will have more
crisis of meaning when there is a mismatch between what we can do with Al and what we can process
emotionally

e Al can offer use a great way to access the human collective knowledge and to make use of it more easily.
It will greatly enhance the productivity and help people accomplish a lot more meaningful goals.

e the improvement on productivity does not equal to better well being and meaningful lives. Human
brains still adopt a system that does not evolve as fast as the technology. Perhaps we will have more
crisis of meaning when there is a mismatch between what we can do with Al and what we can process
emotionally

e Al gives people the opportunity to do more with their time, now it is up to the humans what they do
with their time in order to make their life potentially more meaningful. However, there is something to
be said about the meaning that people get from accomplishing a task on their own. | think if you do
something meaningful with the time that Al gives back to you, it has the ability to make life more
meaningful, but if you choose to use that time to consistently do something unproductive, | am not sure
how much meaning that would truly bring to someone's life.

Transparency and Explainability (6 Excerpts)

Description of the idea: Al is neither transparent nor explainable in any comprehensible way.
Efforts to increase transparency and explainability are good but inadequate. People can be
fooled and not even know.

Corresponding extracts

e Although there is a lot of attention on how models are developed, | am still not convinced that the
explainability of that development is fully understood. The models seem to me to be the value
proposition of companies that are developing these models so there are few that are making the models
transparent. What should the guidance be to ensure explainability?

e |t really offers a tool for people to use to speed up processes and it will be a new skill that rises people
to the top. There is a certian level of understanding how the Al models work to be better at devloping
them, but nobody needs to know the inner workings to be good at them. It's similar to how any other
ordinary skill will make some people more productive than others. The fear is that Al will be doing all of
the work and we lose out on human creativity, but there will still be aspects that people need to keep
working the Al to ask for better and better. If people leave the Al to keep generating ideas on top of it's

27


https://cartodebat.org/nhnai/d/3rK/664bd388e20b74131872f5f3
https://cartodebat.org/nhnai/d/3rK/664bd388e20b74131872f5f3
https://cartodebat.org/nhnai/d/3rK/664bd388e20b74131872f5f3
https://cartodebat.org/nhnai/d/3rK/664bd388e20b74131872f5f3
https://cartodebat.org/nhnai/d/3rK/6647dcf0e20b74119eb4626a
https://cartodebat.org/nhnai/d/3rK/6647dcf0e20b74119eb4626a
https://cartodebat.org/nhnai/d/3rK/6647dcf0e20b74119eb4626a
https://cartodebat.org/nhnai/d/3rK/6647dcf0e20b74119eb4626a
https://cartodebat.org/nhnai/d/3rK/6647dcf0e20b74119eb4626a
https://cartodebat.org/nhnai/d/3rK/6647dcf0e20b74119eb4626a
https://cartodebat.org/nhnai/d/3rK/664bd1a0e20b74131872f5ee
https://cartodebat.org/nhnai/d/3rK/664bd1a0e20b74131872f5ee
https://cartodebat.org/nhnai/d/3rK/664bd4e0e20b74131872f5f8
https://cartodebat.org/nhnai/d/3rK/664bd4e0e20b74131872f5f8
https://cartodebat.org/nhnai/d/3rK/664bd4e0e20b74131872f5f8
https://cartodebat.org/nhnai/d/3rK/664bd4e0e20b74131872f5f8
https://cartodebat.org/nhnai/d/3rK/664bd541e20b74131872f5fb
https://cartodebat.org/nhnai/d/3rK/664bd541e20b74131872f5fb
https://cartodebat.org/nhnai/d/3rK/664bd541e20b74131872f5fb
https://cartodebat.org/nhnai/d/3rK/664bd541e20b74131872f5fb
https://cartodebat.org/nhnai/d/3rK/664bd48ee20b74131872f5f7
https://cartodebat.org/nhnai/d/3rK/664bd48ee20b74131872f5f7
https://cartodebat.org/nhnai/d/3rK/664bd541e20b74131872f5fb
https://cartodebat.org/nhnai/d/3rK/664bd541e20b74131872f5fb
https://cartodebat.org/nhnai/d/3rK/664bd541e20b74131872f5fb
https://cartodebat.org/nhnai/d/3rK/664bd541e20b74131872f5fb
https://cartodebat.org/nhnai/d/3rK/6647dc13e20b74119eb46265
https://cartodebat.org/nhnai/d/3rK/6647dc13e20b74119eb46265
https://cartodebat.org/nhnai/d/3rK/6647dc13e20b74119eb46265
https://cartodebat.org/nhnai/d/3rK/6647dc13e20b74119eb46265
https://cartodebat.org/nhnai/d/3rK/6647dc13e20b74119eb46265
https://cartodebat.org/nhnai/d/3rK/6647dc13e20b74119eb46265
https://cartodebat.org/nhnai/d/3rK/66478d87e20b74119eb46243
https://cartodebat.org/nhnai/d/3rK/66478d87e20b74119eb46243
https://cartodebat.org/nhnai/d/3rK/66478d87e20b74119eb46243
https://cartodebat.org/nhnai/d/3rK/66478d87e20b74119eb46243
https://cartodebat.org/nhnai/d/3rK/6647dccde20b74119eb46269
https://cartodebat.org/nhnai/d/3rK/6647dccde20b74119eb46269
https://cartodebat.org/nhnai/d/3rK/6647dccde20b74119eb46269
https://cartodebat.org/nhnai/d/3rK/6647dccde20b74119eb46269
https://cartodebat.org/nhnai/d/3rK/6647dccde20b74119eb46269
https://cartodebat.org/nhnai/d/3rK/6647dccde20b74119eb46269

Qv AhAe congluence

own ideas, it will get worse and worse progressively. Al currently isn't at a self sustainable point and
course could be corrected.

e | have always marveled at the ability of those with musical gifts to create beautiful music. It is part of
what allows me to be in awe of the human race, even when there are examples of people who are what
we term bad actors. The ability for humans to create music gives me hope, therefore. | am prepared for
artificial music, but would still want to know that it was not created by a human, | think, to hold on to
some understanding of reality and to feel that hopeful connection to human composers and musicians.

e  When digital art technology came out there was an editing ability that takes much less time than what
people would do in dark rooms. It allows people with less camera skill and better computer skill to do
similar or better work. That being said, it's easy to trained eyes to see the difference. It would work
similarly that if someone creates art with Al it will take less time but still the Al research skill to get a
good enough output they think is worth their signature. On the other hand, it's very common practice
for artisits to acknowledge the medium they use with the titiling and the art community could enforce
this standard. If they were to do it that way, it would only raise the bar for what is considered 'good' in
terms of Al art. This is just a new form of art, and while it takes less time to make the art, the fine tuning
of it will be the effect that seperates the good from the bad.

e in terms of creativity, it really depends on what you define to be 'art'. If you were to define it as
something that provokes emotion, then yes something created with Al in this space could be art. But, if
we just talk about creativity, so much of what humans value as creativity comes from their lived
experiences and person thoughts, those of which Al does not have in the same capacity. If someone
would want to make art or be creative with Al, | think they would need to acknowledge or have it known
that this was created with the work of Al and not solely on their own merit, as sure they maybe put the
prompt in Al and tweaked it that way, but the basis of it comes from Al

e Al atleast at this point, still gives us an approximation in facts and analysis. We cannot at this point give
up responsibility for any Al output. We have to assess whether it is true, reasonable, adequate. Human
agency is still central to our acting in the world.

Democracy (6 Excerpts)

Description of the idea: Democracy relies upon having an informed citizenry capable of critical
thought. Al may contribute to loss of human skill at various things including democratic
thinking, and representatives likewise might become dependent on Al to think for them,
thus undermining democracy in two ways.

Corresponding extracts

e (Citizens in a democracy elect representatives to act on their behalf in government. When voters choose
their representatives--their delegates to government--they expect these individuals to serve with critical
thinking and creativity skills. If such representatives turn to Al tools as a substitute for their own duty to
be creative and to apply critical thinking to the policy and political issues of the day, they have potentially
undermined representative democracy. If elected representatives of the people use Al to direct them
to what they should be doing as representatives and further use Al to generate legislation or policy
proposals, then democracy becomes representation by BOTs, not representation by and for the people

e There are those elements we don't even have vocabulary for. These are hard to name until we are
amidst the conversation and saying "there should be a phrase for that." Some examples from recent Al
history include the advent of terms like 'deskilling' or 'Al Hallucinations." These are terms that did not
exist but were coined in order to talk about Al. This is going to be more and more necessary and this is
much of the work we need to do in order to have good public conversations about these things Secondly
even once things have been defined, often the public doesn't know the vocabulary yet. This takes a
different effort to move conversations out of the ivory (or silicon?) tower and into the zeitgeist.

e Here's an interesting -- and growing -- dictionary: https://montrealethics.ai/dictionary/
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Qv AhAe congluence

e One of the things we need for this technology is a broader vocabulary that the public at large
understands and uses.

e A meaningful life is very subjectively defined. Al will not have a capability, at least at first, to know
enough about any one person to help with defining or fostering meaning. However, the individual can
ask questions of Al and elicit suggestions - just as we might ask a friend for a good book recommendation
that addresses a "meaningful" subject.

e | feel as though with the rise of Al, a person's ability to critically think will decrease. | think that this is
especially worrying for the younger generations who will grow up with Al as part of their daily lives.
Critical thinking is a learned skill, to a certain extent, and not exercising your ability to do so can make it
more and more difficult over time. | do also believe that people are starting to trust Al too much. | feel
like many are starting to not critically think about the information that something like ChatGPT spits out
at them.

Human Uniqueness (4 Excerpts)

Description of the idea: People fear that Al may detract from human uniqueness and make
humankind as a whole less special. Al also affects how talents are distributed between
individuals, by empowering more people with creative tools for art and music, etc., which
removes uniqueness from individuals with particular talents that Al can compete with.

Corresponding extracts

e atleast from a Western perspective, human agency, intelligence and autonomous reasoning has been
considered what grounds human value in our subconscious value-hierarchy. Therefore, when people
begin to speak about Al as being "smarter" and having "agential capacities" it prompts fear that humans
will lose that thing that makes us special or which gives us value. Therefore, | argue that media coverage
of Al that reinforces that Al is going to take over puts at risk our conception of human value. At the same
time, Al may offer us a space to reconsider concepts like human dignity and rights and what DOES in
fact make us valuable outside of our capacities. So, | think it could go two ways. There is the potential
to a cultural shift that begins to devalue human beings who do not exhibit the same rationality or
function as Al. On the other hand, this could be an inflection point in which humanity must come
together to determine what makes us human and how to protect that.

e | have always marveled at the ability of those with musical gifts to create beautiful music. It is part of
what allows me to be in awe of the human race, even when there are examples of people who are what
we term bad actors. The ability for humans to create music gives me hope, therefore. | am prepared for
artificial music, but would still want to know that it was not created by a human, | think, to hold on to
some understanding of reality and to feel that hopeful connection to human composers and musicians.

e Al offers an opportunity for convergence on some universal ethics but this can only happen if people
are willing to draw such lines in the sand, as some tech companies are doing with China. The marketplace
has its own power and people willing to try and shape that power to be a force for good should do so.
Others may not agree with their definition of "good" but it is one way some universally accepted goods
can emerge.

e This is one of the more interesting aspects of the shift from traditional computing to "Al" based
computing, especially when it comes to generative Al. Creativity used to be considered 100% a human
capacity. Computing was a tool, but humans brought the actual creative elements. This is important,
because creativity is one area where judgment is involved. Generative Al seems to be capable of creating
independently of human input. What it needs is to be able to judge when to be creative and when to
not be creative. When | am looking for a summary of the daily news... or a picture of someone | want to
reference... or research for a scientific or history paper.... creativity is not appropriate. When | am asking
for artistic renderings--images, music, nonfiction writing, etc--creativity is encouraged.
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Q. Ahne confluence

Regulation (3 Excerpts)

Description of the idea: There are conceptual borders where uses become justified or
unjustified, and therefore the implementation of guidelines and regulations become
necessary. This includes the importance of explainability of how Al models work, so that
those subjected to them can understand what they are subject to and have recourse for
errors.

Corresponding extracts

e itis interesting to think about what sorts of conditions might justify use of ChatGPT, and which might
not, and why that distinction is made. What makes the use justifiable or not and why? And if the
condition is on a spectrum, how do you judge the cut-off point and why?

e until we are more experienced at using Al, certain areas, (like healthcare which is being deemed a high
risk area in some regulatory developments) need stronger guidelines. Allowing a chatbot to freelance
advice is too risky, as this example demonstrates. But | am more comfortable with Al that might, say,
highlight a hard to detect dental cavity that a dentist can then confirm and decided to act on. So, we
mitigate with policy and professional ethical standards that will emerge in various areas to deal with the
use of automation, Al and AGI.

e Although there is a lot of attention on how models are developed, | am still not convinced that the
explainability of that development is fully understood. The models seem to me to be the value
proposition of companies that are developing these models so there are few that are making the models
transparent. What should the guidance be to ensure explainability?

Environment and Sustainability (3 Excerpts)

Description of the idea: Al requires huge energy use and therefore causes huge environmental
impact, while at the same time offering humanity the possibility of helping to heal the
environment though processing superhuman amounts of data and discovering
environmental solutions.

Corresponding extracts

e Among the biggest risks is the massive energy costs of this technology. As a society, we are not (yet?)
properly accounting for traditonal energy needs, let alone the massive additional costs Al will add.

e the environmental impact of developing, deploying, and using Al. That conversation needs to
accompany each of the questions.

e | mydream world, Al would be used to help humanity figure out a way to support human thriving. We
would let Al do the boring laborious work, and humans the work of connecting, community building,
healing the planet and being creative in our own unigue ways
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